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Since April at  

the Center: 

☺ Over  130 children have  
     registered for our free  
     summer day camp thus far ! 
 
☺ Food has been distributed to 

more than 125  individuals. 
 
☺ Two GED students received 

their high school diploma ‘s 
     during the Spring Semester! 
 
☺ Our First Golf Tournament 

Fundraiser was  a success with 
16 teams registered! 

 

Hi, everyone! I hope summer is off to a great start for all of you and that you are enjoying opportunities to 
spend time with family and friends. It certainly is HOT this year, to which our camp counselors and        
attendees can attest!  
 

It has already been an exciting year at The John 3:16 Center and I am looking forward to seeing what God 
has in store for us for the 2nd half of it! In late April, Littleton Baptist, in cooperation with the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship of North Carolina, once again held a Kid’s Carnival and Free Adult Health Screening. 
Over 250 children attended and all seemed to enjoy the food and the many activities that were offered. 
 

Enterprise Baptist kicked off May for us by including The John 3:16 Center in their Operation In-as-much 
plans. Several people worked very hard doing some landscaping for us (our front garden looks great, 
thanks to them!) while others prepared food and had activities available for children in a Mini-VBS setting. 
We also held our first-ever fundraising Golf Tournament in May. It took quite a bit of work on the part of the 
C.A.R.E./John 3:16 Center board and the many wonderful volunteers who helped guide us, but it truly paid 
off! The day was gorgeous and the event was a lot of fun for both those who worked and the 64 golfers who 
participated. 
 

Our Summer camp counselors are a blessing. They are working well with the children who have been at-
tending, getting to know them and providing fun experiences for them in a Godly environment. It is a great 
experience for the children-they make new friends, play fun games, learn new skills and crafts, share and 
learn in devotions, and enjoy the waterslide & water games in the afternoons! The students in the Reaching 
Forward program are learning a lot and having the opportunity to participate in interesting activities and 
experiences. You can learn more about their plans in their update on page 5. 
 

God has once again met a need-we are preparing to complete the purchase of a compact tractor and  
mowing attachment, made possible by a generous anonymous donation for this purpose. We have needed 
to replace our mower for about a year and are excited at the prospect of being able to purchase equipment 
that will not only meet our current need, but will also have the  versatility to adapt to future needs as the 
center grows! 
 

Though summer has just started, we are already looking forward to fall-we will begin collecting school   
supplies next month for students that will need them when school begins again in August. Afterschool   
registration will begin in just over a month, as well. We will have new computers prepared for our          
afterschool children and for those who need help preparing resumes and searching for employment. With 
so much going on, I’m sure it won’t seem long before we are once again preparing for our annual banquet 
and Christmas!  
 

Please keep us and those we serve in your prayers. The needs we encounter have definitely increased 
(we’ve served over 125 people through our food pantry alone in the last month!), but our donations and 
supplies remain at about the same level and summer is a difficult time to raise funds. Many of those we 
have served in recent months have lost their jobs and are having difficulty finding a new one. Thank you so 
much for serving Christ by helping us reach these people who come to the center each day. Your support 
throughout the year makes it possible not only for us to meet the basic needs of food and clothing, but also 
provide educational assistance  and personalized support in a Christian setting. We are working hard not 
only to provide hand-outs, but also to make positive and lasting change in the lives we touch.  
 
In Christ, 
Shannon SmileyShannon SmileyShannon SmileyShannon Smiley    
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Introducing  
Our Summer Camp 2010 Counselors! 

  

 My name is Andrew Atkinson. I attend Lake Gaston Baptist Church. I am 6’7” and enjoy playing any sport, 
especially basketball. I am a sophomore in college. My goal after college is to teach in a middle or high school while 
working on a doctorate in history. This will be my third summer working at The John 3:16 Center and every     
summer is more rewarding than the last. I know that this summer will be the best summer that we have had. 
 

 My name is T.J. Curl; this past year I graduated from Halifax Academy. I plan to attend the Virginia Mili-
tary Institute and major in International Studies. I have been a camp counselor for the past three years and 
have always had a blast. I love getting to meet the kids every week and learn about them, as they learn about 
how Christ loves and died for them.  
 

 Hello Everyone! My name is Bonnie Currin. I am a recent graduate of Barton College with a BS in          

Elementary Education. I am currently looking for a teaching position. This is my fifth summer working as a      

counselor at the John 3:16 Center. There is nothing I wanted to do more between graduation and finding a job than 

working with these children at camp. I love having the opportunity to watch these children play and learn more 

about our Heavenly Father. I am again honored to have this opportunity!  
 

 Hi! My name is Kristen Hight, and this is my first year of being a camp counselor at The John 3:16 

Center. I love working with the kids. It is awesome to see them learn about Jesus and have so much fun 

doing so. I plan on going to Vance-Granville Community College in the fall, and later transferring to NC 

State University. This is the best job I have ever had. I am so thankful that God gave me the opportunity 

to work here. 
 

 My name is Daquan Minggia. I am currently attending Northwest Halifax High School in Littleton, North  

Carolina. I’d like to say that I am a well rounded person who loves working with young people. I’m very thankful to be 

a part of the John 3:16 summer program! I’m looking forward to helping younger people enjoy their summer to the 

fullest! As a Christian I do believe that with God on our side anything is possible! 
 

 Hi! I am Tabitha Myrick and I will be a junior this fall at East Carolina University. I am   
majoring in Communication Sciences and  Disorders, with the hopes of becoming a Speech Language 
Pathologist. I attend Enterprise Baptist Church and I have been a Christian since I was a little girl. I 
am really excited about being a counselor and sharing the love of Jesus with the children at The 
John 3:16 Center this summer. To teach children about the Bible is a true blessing. 
 

 Hey! My name is Jordan Tripp, and I am a sophomore at Campbell University. I am majoring in  History, but plan 

to go to Divinity School when I finish my undergrad. This is my first year as a camp counselor, and I have already been 

blessed by working here. I look forward to seeing the children every day, playing games with them, and teaching them 

about Jesus and his love!!! I know that I will remember this job and the children that have touched my life for many 

years to come.  
 

 My name is Samantha West! I have recently graduated high school at Halifax Academy and I plan to attend 
East Carolina University in the fall, in hopes of becoming a nurse anesthesiologist. I have a big family with three   
sisters and two brothers. I attend Littleton Baptist Church and I have always lived in the Littleton area. This is my 
second summer working as a camp counselor. I enjoy this job because it allows me to have one on one contact with 
children and it allows me to express the love of Jesus. Sharing and showing the love of Jesus is what this job is all 
about and that to me is the perfect job! 
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Afterschool will be starting again soon!Afterschool will be starting again soon!Afterschool will be starting again soon!   
   

We will begin taking applications for afterschool We will begin taking applications for afterschool We will begin taking applications for afterschool 
at The John 3:16 Center on August 9th. Up to 20 at The John 3:16 Center on August 9th. Up to 20 at The John 3:16 Center on August 9th. Up to 20 
children will be registered. Children First Grade children will be registered. Children First Grade children will be registered. Children First Grade 

and up, will be accepted for this program. and up, will be accepted for this program. and up, will be accepted for this program.    
A waiting list will be kept for any openings that A waiting list will be kept for any openings that A waiting list will be kept for any openings that 

occur during the school year. occur during the school year. occur during the school year.    
Afterschool will begin September 7th.Afterschool will begin September 7th.Afterschool will begin September 7th.   

   
This program is free of charge to participants, This program is free of charge to participants, This program is free of charge to participants, 

but does require a 2but does require a 2but does require a 2---hour a week hour a week hour a week    
volunteer commitment from each family. During volunteer commitment from each family. During volunteer commitment from each family. During 
this program, students receive a snack, assis-this program, students receive a snack, assis-this program, students receive a snack, assis-
tance with homework, reading time, character tance with homework, reading time, character tance with homework, reading time, character 

building instruction, craft days on building instruction, craft days on building instruction, craft days on    
Fridays, the opportunity for music lessons, and Fridays, the opportunity for music lessons, and Fridays, the opportunity for music lessons, and 

more.more.more.   
If you have any questions about the program, or If you have any questions about the program, or If you have any questions about the program, or 
are interested in becoming a volunteer, please are interested in becoming a volunteer, please are interested in becoming a volunteer, please 
call The John 3:16 Center at 252call The John 3:16 Center at 252call The John 3:16 Center at 252---586586586---1800.1800.1800.   

School Supply Collection DriveSchool Supply Collection DriveSchool Supply Collection Drive   
   

Once again, we are collecting school supplies and uniforms for students Once again, we are collecting school supplies and uniforms for students Once again, we are collecting school supplies and uniforms for students    
who would otherwise be unable to purchase these. We serve at least 70 children who would otherwise be unable to purchase these. We serve at least 70 children who would otherwise be unable to purchase these. We serve at least 70 children 

each year by collecting these items. The following is a general list of school supplies each year by collecting these items. The following is a general list of school supplies each year by collecting these items. The following is a general list of school supplies 
that we could distribute to these children. that we could distribute to these children. that we could distribute to these children.       

   
   
   Book BagsBook BagsBook Bags                       Pencils/Pens     Pencils/Pens     Pencils/Pens   
   Notebook Paper (wide ruled)Notebook Paper (wide ruled)Notebook Paper (wide ruled)              Pencil Pouches (not boxes)     Pencil Pouches (not boxes)     Pencil Pouches (not boxes)   
   Glue sticks (no liquid glue)Glue sticks (no liquid glue)Glue sticks (no liquid glue)              3     3     3---ring binders ring binders ring binders    
   Composition Books (black & white)Composition Books (black & white)Composition Books (black & white)           Markers     Markers     Markers   
   Pencil SharpenersPencil SharpenersPencil Sharpeners                    Scissors     Scissors     Scissors   
   5 subject notebooks5 subject notebooks5 subject notebooks                 Colored Pencils     Colored Pencils     Colored Pencils   
                                    3                                 3                                 3---prong portfolio foldersprong portfolio foldersprong portfolio folders   
   

 

 

Are Needed!!!!! 
The John 3:16 Center is currently seeking volunteers for 

our After School and Reaching Forward Program. We are 
also seeking volunteers to assist with general tasks of the 

center, which include : 
Answering phones, filing and other clerical duties  

 
Sorting through donations 

 
Organizing the clothing closet 

 
Maintenance/repairs  

 
And More!!! 

 

If you are interested, please pick up a volunteer 

information packet from the center and indicate 

the your area of interest!  

 
Please contact Shannon Smiley for more information.  

 (252) 586-1800 
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Other Ways you can Support Our Other Ways you can Support Our Other Ways you can Support Our    
Free Summer Day CampFree Summer Day CampFree Summer Day Camp   

Sunday School or other groups can prepare a meal for our camp-

ers, (especially for the week of July 19-23rd*) 

Volunteer to teach a special craft or lesson one day 

Craft Supplies or Craft Supply Kits (enough for 25 of the same) 

 

Donating Needed Supplies: 
Powdered drink mix (in the plastic containers) 

Gatorade (large size, if possible, powder O.K. too) 

5 oz. cups or cone cups (for water breaks) 

Paper towels 

Napkins  

                                                 Toilet tissue 

Snack Foods (Individually Packaged) 

Summer Camp Sponsors Still Needed!!!Summer Camp Sponsors Still Needed!!!Summer Camp Sponsors Still Needed!!!   
 

Our 6th year of summer camp has begun! We offer this program for up to 25 children per week 
for 8 weeks...and 5 weeks still remain in this year’s camp, 50 children will be coming for *1 Special 
Week* which will allow up to 225 children to share in this experience. Though camp costs are 
covered in majority by a grant from the Roanoke Valley United Way, the full cost of summer 
camp is greater than the grant. Please help us continue to provide this camp free of charge to 
the children who otherwise may not have the means to attend a summer camp.  
Below you will find a sponsor sheet which will enable you to respond to this opportunity. Each  
sponsor will receive an “after-camp” thank you from the child they sponsor so that the  
sponsor may see how God has worked in the child’s life because of their generosity. Last year 150 
children participated and it was so exciting to see how God worked in the lives of those  
children. We are looking forward to working with more children this year and sharing  
Christ with them as they do devotions, make crafts, and play games. A donation of $75 will enable 
a child to go to camp for one week. <>< 
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Sponsor Name:_____________________________ Address:____________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:_____________________________ E-mail Address ______________________________________ 

 

Credit Card #:_______________________________Expiration:_____/_____ Amount:________ 

 

Signature:__________________________________ Number of Children you wish to sponsor:______  

 

Please mail check or above credit card information to:  

The John 3:16 Center     Post Office Box 1541  Littleton, NC 27850 
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Reaching Forward Update 
Enthusiastic!!  This reflects our attitude as we kick-off summer with a bang!  So many opportunities have 
taken place in the past few months, and we are excited to be able to share them with you. 
In May, we ended the school year with “Career Day.”  This educational event was used to inspire Reaching 
Forward students to learn about the workforce and set goals for their future.  Fifteen diverse businesses 
from the Littleton area and 2 Community colleges, Halifax Community and Vance-Granville, were featured 
on site at The John 3:16 Center.   The Reaching Forward students were able to interact with questions 
about what kind of jobs are available in our community, what kind of education would it take to fulfill a    
particular career and were encouraged by professionals in those fields already.   We are thankful to all the 
businesses who participated in and schools who sent their students to this event. 
With June came the opening of our first-ever Reaching Forward Summer Camp for the 7th-12th grade age 
group.  Our summer camp program is educational, athletic, entertaining and also free!  Each day we begin 
with Positive Action classes, learning how to stay motivated and on track with future goals.  There is also an 
educational segment where we are currently working on foreign language, mathematics, typing, SAT        
vocabulary and writing skills.  Once a week we have a “funducational” day.  This is an opportunity for us to 
do something fun and entertaining while learning at the same time.  The students are looking forward to 
traveling to Washington, D.C. near the end of summer camp.  Touring our nation’s capital and seeing history 
will be a highlight to finish off their summer. 
   If you know of a 7th – 12th student who could benefit from the “Reaching Forward” program, please      
contact the John 3:16 Center.   We look forward to the continued success of “Reaching Forward” and want 
to encourage more people to get involved. 

 

 

 

 

to our current summer day camp 

sponsors! 

 

Patricia Elderkin 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Knarr 

Littleton Baptist Church 

Anne Mulchi 

Norlina Baptist Church Brotherhood 

Tom and Karen Powers 

Larry and Jere Kiser 

 

We appreciate your support and that of others 

who will help in the coming weeks! See selections 

from the children’s thank you notes to the right. 

Notes From the Children……………. 
 
Dear Sponsor- 

Thank you for the water slid. Thank you 

for let me come to Summer cape nice 

teach I lean about the amor of God.   

 
Dear Sponsor: I had a lost of fun. I Love 
you  ol. We learn about God 
 

Dear Sponson:  

Thank you for paying for camp I hada lot of 

playing games. I really liked the devotions. We 

learned about the armor of God.  
 

Dear Sponsor, 
Thank you for letting me come to camp. 
At camp I had so much fun in  
everything. In devotions I learned how 
to be patience and help people when 
there are hurt.  



 Summer  
2010 

407 EAST END AVE. 
P.O. BOX 1541  
LITTLETON, NC 27850 

252-586-1800/1-877-240-care 
Fax: 252-586-1801 
care2001@earthlink.net 
www.john316center.org 

" 'For God so loved the WORLD, that HE 
gave His only begotten SON, that whosoever 
believeth in HIM should not perish, but have 
everlasting LIFE.' " -JOHN 3:16 

The center will provide opportunities for parental and 
community involvement in the lives of their children.  
We look forward to realizing this vision by providing 
the following services through the center: 

••••    After-school check-in 
••••    Programs and structured activities for children 
••••    Free summer day camps 
••••    Enrichment programs 
••••    Outdoor recreation including a playground,  
       basketball court, and volleyball. 
••••    Referrals to counseling services provided by 

local agencies 
••••    Parenting classes and workshops 
••••    Conflict Resolution workshops  
••••    GED and Literacy classes   
••••    Middle & High School “Reaching Forward”   

program 
••••    Family outreach (free clothing, home furnish-

ings, hygienic items) 
Newly u

pdated! 

www.joh
n316cen

ter.org 
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