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The Good News from The John 3:16 Center 

Hello, everyone! 

 

This has been quite an interesting year at The John 3:16 Center and I am excited as I 

look forward to how God will finish it out for us. As you all know from the last  

newsletter, Juli is in the process of retiring as director of the center and I will officially 

take on the role in January. For now, I am acting director under her advisement.  

 

As fall began, we started GED and afterschool once again. While changes in the school 

system have made providing afterschool more challenging, we are making the necessary 

adjustments to ensure that we will continue to provide this much-needed program to 

the children in this community. The afterschool program continues to be successful in 

not only raising grades, but also assisting in positive behavioral change and  

age-appropriate increases in responsibility. 

 

Our fourth annual fundraising banquet will be Friday, December 4th. An excellent meal 

will be provided by our caterer: Cynsational, and the event will once again be held at 

Mystique in Roanoke Rapids. As we have celebrated our 5th anniversary this year, we 

will be providing information about how God has used your support (monetary,  

donations, volunteering, and prayer) at The John 3:16 Center in the last five years. 

More information is included in this newsletter. 

 

Christmas will also be arriving soon! Applications for assistance will be going out in less 

than a month. Last year, we served 138 children for a full Christmas (needed clothing, 

socks, coats, and toys) and 182 received single gifts while participating in our Christmas 

Party. As always, we will need your help and support for this special program, through 

monetary donations, collecting gifts, helping us shop, volunteering to wrap and label 

gifts, and assisting on the day of the Christmas party. Please feel free to contact us and 

let us know how you would like to help. 

 

I am sure some things will be changing as we adjust to the number of transitions within 

our community and organization, but our mission to serve the children and families of 

Halifax, Warren, and Northampton counties remains the same. We will continue to 

provide needed food, clothing, school supplies, furnishings, and programs such as  

afterschool, GED, and others that we see are needed here. Most importantly, we will 

continue to share Christ and demonstrate His love. I appreciate your continued  

support and look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Shannon 
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Since July at the Center 

☺ Thanks to donations of 

school supplies from indi-

viduals and churches, we 

were able to supply over 50 

students with these needed 

items! 

☺ More than 40 individuals 

have received food from 

our food pantry! 

☺ Praise God! The center has 

celebrated its Fifth anni-

versary and is continuing to 

serve Him in this commu-

nity! 

 



  

GED Update 

 
Greetings from the GED class! This is the second fall semester for me at The John 3:16 

Center. Again, I appreciate you sharing your space for the classes. We are meeting  

Monday-Thursday 10 am—2 pm and Tuesday evenings from 7 pm—9 pm. 

The number of students is increasing as the semester rolls on. It is an open enrollment system;  

students may join at any time. Enrollment does tend to increase as the semester goes forward. There was  

a concern that the night class might be cancelled for lack of participation after four weeks of class meetings. 

 Last week, there were six students, so at this point, the class will continue! 

We want to maintain the level of participation needed to continue all of these classes. The  

students who are attending certainly are benefiting from the program, and night classes are helpful for those 

needing assistance earning a GED while working during the day. Please help promote GED classes! 

-Mary Ann Whittemore, GED Instructor 

 

                   Volunteers Needed! 
 

                         We always appreciate help with: 
 

Keeping our clothes closet in order and sorting new donations 
Lawn maintenance 
Afterschool Program 

As we near Christmas—wrapping gifts (December 14-18) 
Christmas Party (December 19) 

If you are interested in helping in any of these areas, or have a special skill you would 
like to share with “our” children, please contact us. 

 

Food Pantry 
 

As the weather cools and heating costs increase, we have many more people come to the 
center in need of food. Please help keep our Food Pantry stocked with items such as: 

Canned vegetables 
Canned meats (Tuna, Chicken) 

Boxed Meal Products 
Dry Beans 
Soups 

Other Non-perishable food 
 

 

 

Blankets, Coats, Hats, and Gloves Needed! 
 

Many children and adults in our area are in need of warm blankets and clothing for cold 

weather. Please help us meet these needs by collecting blankets, coats, and new hats and 

gloves. We need these items in all sizes, as we serve individuals of all ages. 
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Third Annual Fundraising BanquetThird Annual Fundraising BanquetThird Annual Fundraising BanquetThird Annual Fundraising Banquet    
 

We will be hosting our  

Fourth Annual Fundraising Banquet on  

Friday,  December 4th  

at Mystique in Roanoke Rapids,  

catered by Cynsational.  

Hor d’oeuvres will be served from 6:30—7:30 PM  

and dinner will be served at 7:30 PM. 

 

Information about The John 3:16 Center  

(which has celebrated its fifth anniversary)  

will be provided. Dress for this  

event is business casual. 

 

Table sponsors are needed. The cost  

of sponsoring a table is $200. Table sponsors will  

have their names listed in the evening’s program and 

on the table they sponsor.  They may also invite people 

to join them at their table for the event.  

 

For more information, to sponsor a table, or to RSVP, 

call The John 3:16 Center to speak to Shannon Smiley 

at 252-586-1800 by November 13th. 
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If you are unable to attend the banquet, but would still like to  

contribute during the 2009 tax year, please use the form below. 
 

 Name:_____________________________________________________ 
 

 Address:___________________________________________________  
 

 City:____________________________State:_______Zip Code:_______ 
 

 Telephone:__________________ Amount Enclosed:____________ 

   

 Credit Card Number:__________________________________________ 

 We accept Visa, MasterCard, and Discover 
 

 Expiration Date: ______/_____ Amount:__________ 

 This is to be a (check one):  [  ] monthly donation 

           [  ] quarterly donation 

           [  ] one time gift 

 If paying by check, please make payable to The John 3:16 Center and mail to:  

 Post Office Box 1541  Littleton, NC   27850. 
 

 My contribution is made __In honor of      __In memory of 
 

 Name:_____________________________________________ 
 

 On the occasion of:_________________________________   

 Please send acknowledgement of my gift to: 
 

 Name:_______________________________________________ 
 

 Address:_____________________________________________ 
 

 City:_________________State:___________Zip Code:________ 

**We also have the ability to accept donations of stock through our brokerage account. If you would like to 

donate in this way, please contact Shannon at 252-586-1800.** 

We would like to say “Thank you!” to all who have  
supported us this year. 

You have enabled us to serve God by serving the community through: 
Praying for us 

Financial Support 
Donations of clothing, household items, food 
Collecting school supplies, uniforms, toys 

Volunteering your time 
Speaking of our programs to others 

And in many other ways 
 

Thank you for allowing God to use you to meet needs of  
children and families in Halifax, Warren, and Northampton Counties. 



 

 

Christmas Preparations 
 

Christmas Toy DriveChristmas Toy DriveChristmas Toy DriveChristmas Toy Drive    
    

We will need toys to distribute at Christmas to families who would otherwise not have gifts for their children. We will need toys to distribute at Christmas to families who would otherwise not have gifts for their children. We will need toys to distribute at Christmas to families who would otherwise not have gifts for their children. We will need toys to distribute at Christmas to families who would otherwise not have gifts for their children. 

We are asking that churches or businesses begin accepting toys November 8th and drop them off or  arrange to We are asking that churches or businesses begin accepting toys November 8th and drop them off or  arrange to We are asking that churches or businesses begin accepting toys November 8th and drop them off or  arrange to We are asking that churches or businesses begin accepting toys November 8th and drop them off or  arrange to 

have them picked up before December 9th. Gifts are given to ages infant and up. Examples of  gifts that would have them picked up before December 9th. Gifts are given to ages infant and up. Examples of  gifts that would have them picked up before December 9th. Gifts are given to ages infant and up. Examples of  gifts that would have them picked up before December 9th. Gifts are given to ages infant and up. Examples of  gifts that would 

be appropriate are: board games, baby toys, dolls and Barbies (ethnically diverse), toy cars and trucks, stuffed be appropriate are: board games, baby toys, dolls and Barbies (ethnically diverse), toy cars and trucks, stuffed be appropriate are: board games, baby toys, dolls and Barbies (ethnically diverse), toy cars and trucks, stuffed be appropriate are: board games, baby toys, dolls and Barbies (ethnically diverse), toy cars and trucks, stuffed 

animals, balls, books, etc. Please send no toy guns, other toy weapons, or used items.  Please do not wrap gifts; animals, balls, books, etc. Please send no toy guns, other toy weapons, or used items.  Please do not wrap gifts; animals, balls, books, etc. Please send no toy guns, other toy weapons, or used items.  Please do not wrap gifts; animals, balls, books, etc. Please send no toy guns, other toy weapons, or used items.  Please do not wrap gifts; 

we need to see them in order to give each to the child for which the gift is most appropriate. Donations of we need to see them in order to give each to the child for which the gift is most appropriate. Donations of we need to see them in order to give each to the child for which the gift is most appropriate. Donations of we need to see them in order to give each to the child for which the gift is most appropriate. Donations of     

wrapping paper are also welcomed.wrapping paper are also welcomed.wrapping paper are also welcomed.wrapping paper are also welcomed.    

 

Santa’s Stop 
Santa will be visiting The John 3:16 Center again on December 19th. Registration for  

this event will be held November 9th—December 4th. A gift will be given to each  

registered child who attends. All are welcome to register and attend. 

 

     

Live Nativity 
 

If any church, youth, or Sunday school groups would like to participate in a Live Nativity in front of 
our giant lighted Cross  the week before Christmas, please let us know. Time will be available  
Monday—Wednesday evenings December 14-16.  This is a great way to demonstrate the  

true meaning of Christmas to our community.  
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407 EAST END AVE. 

P.O. BOX 1541  

LITTLETON, NC 27850 

252-586-1800/1-877-240-care 

Fax: 252-586-1801 

care2001@earthlink.net 

www.john316center.org 

" 'For God so loved the WORLD, that HE gave His only 

begotten SON, that whosoever believeth in HIM should 

not perish, but have everlasting LIFE.' " -JOHN 3:16 

The center will provide opportunities for parental and com-
munity involvement in the lives of their children.  We look 
forward to realizing this vision by providing the following 
services through the center: 

••••    After-school check-in 

••••    Programs and structured activities for children 

••••    Free summer day camps 

••••    and holiday enrichment programs 

••••    Outdoor recreation including a walking trail,  
softball field, basketball court, and playground 

••••    Counseling services provided by local agencies 

••••    Parenting classes and workshops 

••••    Conflict Resolution workshops (adult and youth)   

••••    GED and Literacy classes   

••••    12 Step support meetings (AA, NA) 

••••    Family outreach (free clothing, home furnishings, 

hygienic items) 
••••    Food pantry 

 

We are o
n the We

b  

www.joh
n316cen
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